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SECTION 2. PLANNING PROCESS 
The hazard mitigation strategies identified in this update to the Rockland County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) 
were developed through an extensive planning process involving local, county, and regional agencies, residents, 
and stakeholders. Developing the HMP consisted of the phases shown in Figure 2-1. This section describes Phases 
1 and 3 and part of Phase 6, including the following steps: 

 Organization of key participants 
 Planning activities 
 Stakeholder outreach and involvement 
 Public outreach and involvement 
 Use of existing plans and information 
 Integration into existing planning mechanisms and programs 
 Continued public involvement 

 

Figure 2-1. Rockland County HMP Process 
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2.1 INTRODUCTION 
This HMP meets all federal hazard mitigation planning requirements as well as the goal of having all jurisdictions 
in the County covered under a comprehensive and cohesive county-wide HMP. To achieve those ends, an 
approach to the planning process and plan documentation was developed to meet the following objectives: 

 The plan is multi-jurisdictional, with the intention of including all municipalities in the County. Rockland 
County invited all jurisdictions in the County to join in the planning process. All 23 local municipal 
governments in the County (see Table 2-1) participated in the 2024 plan update process. The format of 
this plan is such that other entities can readily join in the regulatory five-year plan update process, as 
identified in Section 7 (Plan Maintenance). 

 The plan considers all-natural hazards facing the area, thereby satisfying federal requirements for natural 
hazards mitigation planning. 

 The plan was developed following processes outlined by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
regulations and prevailing FEMA and New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services (NYS DHSES) guidance. Following these processes ensures that all the requirements are met and 
supports plan review. This plan also meets criteria for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Community Rating System (CRS) and the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program. 

Table 2-1. Participating Rockland County Jurisdictions 

Rockland County Village of Kaser Town of Ramapo 

Village of Airmont Village of Montebello Village of Sloatsburg 

Village of Chestnut Ridge Village of New Hempstead Village of Spring Valley 

Town of Clarkstown Village of New Square  Town of Stony Point 

Village of Grand-View-on-Hudson Village of Nyack Village of Suffern 

Town of Haverstraw Town of Orangetown Village of Upper Nyack 

Village of Haverstraw  Village of Piermont  Village of Wesley Hills 

Village of Hillburn Village of Pomona  Village of West Haverstraw  

 

The Rockland County HMP update was written using the best available information obtained from a wide variety 
of sources. Throughout the HMP update process, a concerted effort was made to gather information from 
municipal and regional agencies and staff as well as stakeholders, federal and state agencies, and the residents of 
the County. An HMP Steering Committee (see Section 2.2.2) solicited information from local agencies and 
individuals with specific knowledge of natural hazards and past historical events. In addition, the Steering 
Committee and Planning Partnership took into consideration planning and zoning codes, ordinances, and recent 
land use planning decisions. 

2.2 ORGANIZATION OF KEY PARTICIPANTS 
2.2.1 County and Consultant 

Rockland County applied for and was awarded a multi-jurisdictional planning grant under the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP) (HMGP Project #4567-0017), which supported the development of this HMP. The Rockland 
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County Office of Fire and Emergency Services assumed responsibility of project management and grant 
administration. A contract planning consultant (Tetra Tech) was tasked with the following activities: 

 Assistance with the organization of a Steering Committee and municipal Planning Partnership 
 Assistance with the development and implementation of a public and stakeholder outreach program 
 Data collection 
 Facilitation and attendance at meetings (Steering Committee, municipal, stakeholder, public and other) 
 Review and update of the hazards of concern, hazard profiling, and risk assessment 
 Assistance with the review and update of mitigation planning goals and objectives 
 Assistance with the review of past mitigation strategies progress 
 Assistance with the screening of mitigation actions and the identification of appropriate actions 
 Assistance with the prioritization of mitigation actions 
 Authoring of the draft and final plan documents 

2.2.2 Steering Committee 

Rockland County developed a Steering Committee to provide guidance and direction to the HMP update effort 
and to ensure that the resulting document will be embraced government leadership and the constituency within 
the planning area. The Steering Committee acted as the point of contact for all participating jurisdictions and the 
various interest groups in the planning area. 

Table 2-2 presents the members of the Steering Committee. These members were charged with the following: 

 Providing guidance and oversight of the planning process 
 Attending and participating in Steering Committee meetings 
 Assisting with the development and completion of certain planning elements, including: 

□ Reviewing and updating the hazards of concern 
□ Developing a public and stakeholder outreach program 
□ Assuring that the data and information used in the plan update process is the best available 
□ Reviewing and updating the hazard mitigation goals 
□ Identifying and screening appropriate mitigation strategies and activities 
□ Reviewing and commenting on plan documents prior to submission to NYS DHSES and FEMA. 

2.2.3 Planning Partnership 

In September 2023, the County notified all its municipalities of the pending planning process and invited them to 
formally participate. All municipalities in the County participating in the planning process make up the Planning 
Partnership. Jurisdictions were asked to formally notify the County by letter of their intent to participate and to 
identify a planning point of contact to facilitate their participation and represent their interests. All municipalities 
in the County actively participate in the NFIP and have a designated NFIP floodplain administrator. These 
administrators were informed of the planning process, reviewed the plan documents, and provided direct input 
to the plan update. The Steering Committee members also are part of the overall project Planning Partnership, 
jointly serving as points of contact on behalf of Rockland County.  
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Table 2-2. Rockland County Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee Members 

Name Title Affiliation 
Christopher Jensen Program Coordinator Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services 

Allie Manigo Data Entry Operator Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services 
Scott Lounsbury GIS Coordinator Rockland County GIS (geographic information system) 

Jacki Scott Director Rockland County Office for People with Disabilities 
Andrew M. Connors Deputy Superintendent Rockland County Highway Department 

Jake Palant Associate Planner Rockland County Department of Planning 
Rich Schiafo Deputy Commissioner Rockland County Department of Planning 

Doug Schuetz Acting Commissioner Rockland County Department of Planning 
Jacob King GIS Technician Rockland County Department of Planning 

Michael DiMola Park Operations Manager Rockland County Division of Environmental Resources  

Brianna Rosamilia Environmental Resource Assistant / 
District Manager 

Rockland County Division of Environmental Resources/ Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) 

Kevin McGuiness Coordinator / Executive Director Rockland County Division of Environmental Resources/SWCD 
Vincent Altieriv Executive Director Rockland County Drainage Agency 

Eric Medina Director Emergency Preparedness Rockland County Health Department 
Alfred Carnevale Deputy Superintendent of Highways Rockland County Highway Department 

Mary Ellen DiStefano Special Project Asst. Rockland County Office for the Aging 
Martha Robles Director Rockland County Office for the Aging 
Joseph DiCarlo Director Rockland County Probation 
Stephen Papas CEO United Way Rockland County 
Daniel Eudene Executive Director Catholic Charities Community Services of Rockland 
Alex Obremski Director Rockland County Community Development 

Jennifer Zunino-Smith Environmental Educator Cornell University Cooperative Extension, Rockland County 
Dan Maloney  Seargent  Clarkstown Police Department  

Catherine Murray Director of Finance  Town of Stony Point 

 

In addition to the Steering Committee members listed in Table 2-2, Table 2-3 shows the members of the Planning 
Partnership. The Planning Partnership members were charged with the following: 

 Representing their jurisdiction throughout the planning process 
 Ensuring participation of all departments and functions within their jurisdiction that have a stake in 

mitigation (e.g., planning, engineering, code enforcement, police and emergency services, public works) 
 Assisting in gathering information for inclusion in the HMP update, including previously developed reports 

and data 
 Supporting and promoting the public involvement process 
 Reporting on progress of mitigation actions identified in prior or existing HMPs, as applicable 
 Identifying, developing, and prioritizing appropriate mitigation initiatives 
 Reporting on the progress of integrating prior or existing HMPs into other planning processes and 

municipal operations 
 Supporting and developing a jurisdictional annex 
 Reviewing, amending, and approving all sections of the plan update 
 Adopting, implementing, and maintaining the plan update 
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Table 2-3. Rockland County Hazard Mitigation Planning Partnership Members 

Jurisdiction Name Title Department/Agency 

Primary 
Point of 
Contact 

Alternate 
Point of 
Contact 

Airmont (V) 
John Queenan, P.E. Village Engineer Lanc & Tully P.C. X  
Beth Ricker Administrative Assistant Lanc & Tully P.C.   

Chestnut Ridge (V) 
Martin Spence Village Engineer Spence Engineering X  
Haris Aljovic Village Engineer Spence Engineering  X 

Clarkstown (T)  
Dan Maloney  Seargent  Clarkstown Police Department X  
James Fay  Captain  Clarkstown Police Department  X 
Christopher Wagner Director of Engineering Town of Clarkstown  X 

Grand View-on-
Hudson (V) 

Julie Pagliaroli Village Clerk/Treasurer Village of Grand View-on-Hudson X  
Jonathan Bell Trustee Village of Grand View-on-Hudson  X 

Haverstraw (T) 
George Behn Building Inspector  Town of Haverstraw X  
Michael Gamboli Director Finance  Town of Haverstraw  X 

Haverstraw (V) 
Michael Kohut Mayor Village of Haverstraw X  
Isabel Gonzalez-Soto Clerk Village of Haverstraw  X 

Hillburn (V) 
Joseph P. Tursi Mayor Village of Hillburn X  
Bernadette Tarantino Deputy Mayor Village of Hillburn  X 

Kaser (V) 
Binyomin Mermelstein Deputy Clerk Village of Kaser X  
Allie Pinkasovits Clerk/Treasurer Village of Kaser  X 

Montebello (V) 
Martin Spence Village Engineer Spence Engineering X  
Lance N. Millman Mayor  Village of Montebello  X 

New Hempstead (V) 
Abe Sicker Mayor Village of New Hempstead X  
Carole Vasquez Village Clerk Village of New Hempstead  X 

New Square (V) 
David Breuer Municipal Clerk Village of New Square X  
Aaron Kaff Director of Emergency Services Village of New Square  X 

Nyack (V) 
Andy Stewart Village Administrator  Village of Nyack X  
Ann Mari Tlsty Assistant to Village Administrator Village of Nyack  X 

Orangetown (T)  
James Dean Superintendent of Highways  Orangetown Highway Department X  
Stephen Munno  Senior Administrative Assistant  Town of Orangetown  X 

Piermont (V) 
Lisa DeFeciani Trustee and Committee Member Village of Piermont X  
Jennifer DeYorgi Village Clerk and Treasurer Village of Piermont  X 

Pomona (V) 
Frances Arsa Artha Village Clerk Village of Pomona X  
Brett Yagel Mayor Village of Pomona  X 

Ramapo (T) 
Joshua Hans Program Coordinator  Town of Ramapo X  
Mona Montal  Chief of Staff Town of Ramapo  X 

Sloatsburg (V) 

Jessica Oms Deputy Clerk and Treasurer Village of Sloatsburg X  

George Thamsen 
Building Inspector, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Fire 
Inspector 

Village of Sloatsburg  X 

Spring Valley (V) 
Adam McCarey Village Commissioner Village of Spring Valley X  
Raymond Canario Building and Public Works Village of Spring Valley  X 

Stony Point (T)  
Jim Monaghan Supervisor  Town of Stony Point X  
Paul Joachim  Deputy Supervisor  Town of Stony Point  X 

Suffern (V) 
Michael Curely Mayor Village of Suffern X  
Charles Sawicki Director of Public Works Suffern Department of Public Works  X 

Upper Nyack (V) 
Georgia Grandstaff Village Clerk Village of Upper Nyack X  
Dennis Letson, P.E. Engineer Village of Upper Nyack  X 

Wesley Hills (V) Camille Guido-Downey Village Clerk/Treasurer Village of Wesley Hills X  
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Jurisdiction Name Title Department/Agency 

Primary 
Point of 
Contact 

Alternate 
Point of 
Contact 

Marshall Katz Mayor  Village of Wesley Hills  X 

West Haverstraw 
Anthony Sparta DPW Superintendent West Haverstraw Department of 

Public Works X  

Robert R. D'Amelio Mayor Village of West Haverstraw  X 
 
Rockland County jurisdictions have differing levels of capabilities and resources available to apply to the plan 
update process. They also have differing exposure and vulnerability to the natural hazards being considered in 
this HMP. Rockland County encouraged every jurisdiction to participate and aimed to accommodate their specific 
needs and limitations while still meeting the intents and purpose of the plan update. Such accommodations 
included establishing the Steering Committee, engaging a contracted consultant to assume certain elements of 
the plan update process on behalf of the jurisdictions, and providing alternative mechanisms to achieve the 
purposes of mitigation planning. 

Jurisdictional participation is evidenced by a completed annex of the HMP (see Volume II). In the annexes, 
jurisdictions have individually identified their planning points of contact, evaluated their risk to the hazards of 
concern, identified their capabilities to effect mitigation in their community, and identified and prioritized an 
appropriate suite of actions to mitigate their hazard risk. Jurisdictional participation also includes formal adoption 
of the updated plan via resolution. 

Appendix B (Participation Matrix) identifies the individuals who represented the municipalities during this 
planning effort and indicates how each contributed to the planning process. Local floodplain administrators are 
identified in the jurisdictional annexes, as well as in Appendix B (Participation Matrix). 

2.3 PLANNING ACTIVITIES 
Members of the Planning Partnership (individually and as a whole), as well as key stakeholders, met or otherwise 
communicated as needed to share information. They participated in workshops to identify hazards, assess risks, 
review existing critical facility inventories and identify new critical facilities, assist in updating and developing new 
mitigation goals and strategies, and provide continuity through the process to ensure that hazard vulnerability 
information and appropriate mitigation strategies were incorporated. All members of the Planning Partnership 
had the opportunity to review the draft plan, supported interaction with other stakeholders, and assisted with 
public involvement efforts. Documentation of meetings (agendas, sign-in sheets, minutes, etc.) may be found in 
Appendix C (Public and Stakeholder Outreach). 

After completion of the plan, the Planning Partnership assumes responsibility for plan implementation and 
ongoing maintenance, as described in Section 7 (Plan Maintenance). The Planning Partnership is responsible for 
reviewing the draft plan and soliciting public comment as part of an annual review and as part of the five-year 
mitigation plan update process. 

Table 2-4 summarizes planning activities conducted during the plan development process. It also identifies which 
federal requirements the activities satisfy. This summary table identifies only the formal meetings and milestone 
events during the plan update process. It does not reflect all planning activities conducted by individuals and 
groups throughout the process. In addition to these meetings, there was a great deal of communication between 
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Planning Partnership members and the contracted consultant through individual local meetings, phone, and 
email. 

Table 2-4. Summary of Mitigation Planning Activities 

Date 
Federal 

Requirement Description of Activity Participants 
August 16, 2023 - Meetings with NYS DHSES to discuss planning process 

timeline, NYS, and FEMA requirements. 
Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, NYS DHSES, Tetra 

Tech 
August 25, 2023 2 Project Start-Up Meeting: Discuss proposed planning 

process and scope of work including documenting 
participation, schedule, and public and stakeholder 

outreach and involvement. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

August 2023 2 Update HMP website: https://rocklandhmp.com/ Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

September 2023 1c, 2 Steering Committee members and all municipalities 
invited to participate in the planning process; interested 
jurisdictions submit Letters of Intent to Participate in this 
planning process, acknowledging municipal participation 

requirements and identifying planning point(s) of contact. 

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 

Bi-Weekly - Project status meeting to discuss action items in support of 
the expedited planning process. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

September 26, 
2023 

1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 
3c, 4a, 5c 

Steering Committee Kick-Off Meeting: Review project 
schedule; review municipal participation, discuss municipal 

Kick Off meeting and local data collection; review and 
discuss sources and availability of County and regional 
data; discuss public and stakeholder outreach efforts. 

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 

October 4, 2023 1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 
3c, 4a 

Planning Partnership Kick-Off Meeting: Complete overview 
of planning process, plan participant expectations, review 

of hazards and hazards of concern identification, 
discussion of data needs and data collection process 

explaining all provided worksheets, discussion of public 
and stakeholder outreach efforts. 

County and municipal representatives 
and stakeholders. Refer to Appendix B 
(Participation Matrix) and Appendix C 

(Meeting Materials) 

October 2023 2 Online Public Hazard Preparedness and Mitigation survey 
developed and deployed. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

October 2023 2 Online Stakeholder Hazard Mitigation surveys developed 
and deployed. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

October 2023 2 Online Neighboring County Mitigation survey developed 
and deployed. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Tetra Tech 

December 13, 
2023 

1a, 3a, 3b, 3c, 
3d 

Steering Committee Risk Assessment Meeting: Review and 
discuss the risk assessment completed for each hazard of 

concern; collect input on the results from the Steering 
Committee to incorporate into the plan accordingly. 

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 

December 13, 
2023 

1a, 3a, 3b, 3c, 
3d 

Planning Partnership Risk Assessment Meeting: Review 
and discuss the risk assessment completed for each hazard 
of concern; collect input on the results from the Planning 

Partnership to incorporate into the plan accordingly. 

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 

December 13, 
2023 

1a, 2, 4a, 4b, 
4c 

Mitigation Strategy Workshop: Discussed the mitigation 
strategy process and worked together to identify and 

develop mitigation strategies at the county and local level.  

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 
December 18, 

2023 
2 Meeting with Rockland County Maps and Highway GIS 

Division and Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services to discuss the StoryMap for the HMP 

update. 

Rockland County Department of Fire & 
Emergency Services, Rockland County 
Maps and Highway GIS Division, Tetra 

Tech 
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Date 
Federal 

Requirement Description of Activity Participants 
March 20, 2024 2 Draft plan posted to public project website Public and Stakeholders 
April 15, 2024 1b, 2, 3, 4, 5 Steering Committee Meeting - Plan Maintenance, Draft 

Plan Review 
Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 
April 15, 2024 1b, 2, 3, 4, 5 Planning Partnership Meeting – draft plan presentation 

and collect input/comments from planning partners, 
public, and stakeholders 

Refer to Appendix B (Participation 
Matrix) and Appendix C (Meeting 

Materials) 
April 18, 2024 1b, 2 Public and stakeholder comments to draft plan received 

and incorporated into final plan. 
Public and Stakeholders 

TBD All 
requirements 

Final plan submitted to NYS DHSES and FEMA Region 2 NYS DHSES, FEMA Region 2 

Upon plan 
approval by FEMA 

1a Plan adoption by resolution by the governing bodies of all 
participating municipalities 

All plan participants 

Note: TBD = to be determined. 
Each number in column 2 identifies specific DMA 2000 requirements, as follows: 

• 1a – Prerequisite – Adoption by the Local Governing Body 
• 1b – Public Participation 
• 2 – Planning Process – Documentation of the Planning Process 
• 3a – Risk Assessment – Identifying Hazards 
• 3b – Risk Assessment – Profiling Hazard Events 
• 3c – Risk Assessment – Assessing Vulnerability: Identifying Assets 
• 3d – Risk Assessment – Assessing Vulnerability: Estimating Potential Losses 
• 3e – Risk Assessment – Assessing Vulnerability: Analyzing Development Trends 
• 4a – Mitigation Strategy – Local Hazard Mitigation Goals 
• 4b – Mitigation Strategy – Identification and Analysis of Mitigation Measures 
• 4c – Mitigation Strategy – Implementation of Mitigation Measures 
• 5a – Plan Maintenance Procedures – Monitoring, Evaluating, and Updating the Plan 
• 5b – Plan Maintenance Procedures – Implementation through Existing Programs 
• 5c – Plan Maintenance Procedures – Continued Public Involvement 

2.4 STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT 
2.4.1 Outreach Activities 

Stakeholders are the individuals, agencies, and jurisdictions that have a vested interest in the recommendations 
of the HMP, including all planning partners. Diligent efforts were made to ensure broad regional, county, and local 
representation in this planning process. To that end, a comprehensive list of stakeholders was developed with the 
support of the Planning Partnership. Stakeholder outreach was performed early on, and continually throughout 
the planning process. This HMP update includes information provided by these stakeholders where appropriate. 

Key elements of outreach to stakeholders were as follows: 

 All Planning Partnership meetings were open to the public and advertised via the Rockland County HMP 
website. 

 In October 2023, the County deployed a StoryMap (see Figure 2-2) to provide information regarding the 
hazard mitigation planning process and an opportunity for virtual public participation. The StoryMap also 

https://rocklandhmp.com/
https://rocklandhmp.com/
https://www.rocklandgis.com/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/478d7d6f95eb4247a40ce78629154316
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provides an interactive platform to learn about the hazards of concern and view hazard maps prepared 
for the HMP. 

Figure 2-2. Rockland County HMP StoryMap 

 

 Directed response surveys were distributed to the following sectors: academia, fire departments, EMS, 
hospitals and healthcare organizations, business and commercial interests, and utilities and law 
enforcement. A summary of survey results is provided later in this section. Full results and the survey itself 
are provided in Appendix C of this plan. 

 In November 2023, over 60 stakeholders and neighboring communities were emailed to notify them of 
the planning process and invite them to complete a mitigation survey regarding vulnerabilities, 
capabilities, and mitigation projects. Stakeholders included academia, state and local government, 
businesses, non-profits, emergency services, public works, transportation, and utility providers. 
Neighboring communities included Orange County (NY), Passaic County (NJ), Putnam County (NY), 
Westchester County (NY), Sullivan County (NY), Bergen County (NJ), Upper Saddle River, NJ, Alpine, NJ, 
Woodbury, NY, Northvale, NJ, River Vale, NJ, Ossining, NY, Old Tappan, NJ, Rockleigh, NJ, Montvale, NJ, 
Greenburgh, NY, Mahwah, NJ, Philipstown, NY, Cortlandt, NY, Highlands, NY, Tuxedo, NY, Peekskill, NY, 
and Mount Pleasant, NY. The County received input from 37 stakeholders and four neighboring 
communities. All responses to the stakeholder surveys may be found in Appendix D (Public and 
Stakeholder Outreach). 

 In November 2023, the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership were provided materials to publicize 
the planning process. These included five social media posts (see Figure 2-3), two informational graphics 
for municipal websites, and one flyer for printing and distribution in government offices (see Figure 2-4). 
The outreach materials included information on the HMP process and a link to the public survey. Between 
November 2023 and January 2024, the County and participating jurisdictions publicized the HMP on their 
webpages, social media accounts, and flyers placed throughout the County. As a result, over 200 members 
of the public completed the survey. 
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 In March 2024, the draft plan was posted on the Rockland County HMP website and advertised using 
jurisdictional websites and social media platforms. Additionally, regional stakeholders and neighboring 
counties were emailed to notify them that the draft HMP is available for review and input. 

Figure 2-3. Social Media Post Example Figure 2-4. Printed HMP Materials for Residents at West 
Haverstraw 

  
 

2.4.2 Summary of Stakeholder Involvement 

The following subsections identify the stakeholders that were invited to participate in the development of this 
HMP update and discusses how they participated. The summary listings demonstrate the scope and breadth of 
the stakeholder outreach efforts. Refer to Appendix D for additional details on the public and stakeholder 
outreach, including responses received to the surveys. Refer to Appendix B (Participation Documentation) for 
further details regarding regional and local stakeholder agency attendance at meetings. 

The stakeholders who provide services to socially vulnerable populations in Rockland County are noted in the 
summaries. Socially vulnerable populations often need additional emergency assistance in disaster events due to 
lack of ability to evacuate or housing that does not meet modern building requirements. 

Government Agencies 

Federal Agencies 

FEMA Region 2 provided updated planning guidance; provided summary and detailed NFIP data for the planning 
area; presented preliminary regulatory flood products to municipalities and the public; attended meetings; 
participated in a mitigation strategy workshop; and conducted plan review. 

https://rocklandhmp.com/
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Information regarding hazard identification and the risk assessment for this HMP update was requested and 
received or incorporated by reference from the following agencies and organizations: 

 National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) 
 National Hurricane Center (NHC) 
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
 National Weather Service (NWS) 
 Storm Prediction Center (SPC) 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
 U.S. Census Bureau 
 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

State Agencies 

NYS DHSES (Headquarters and Region II) administered the planning grant for this updated; facilitated FEMA 
review; provided updated planning guidance; attended meetings; participated in the mitigation strategy 
workshop; and provided review of the draft and final plan. 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation provided data and information on the number and 
locations of dams. 

County Agencies and Departments 

County agencies and departments invited to participate in the HMP update 
process are listed in Table 2-5. Those that served on the Steering Committee 
or Planning Partnership or that provide services to the socially vulnerable in 
Rockland County are noted accordingly. 

Table 2-5. County Agencies and Departments 

Department/Agency Participation 

Rockland County Office of 
Fire and Emergency Services 

This department led the HMP update and worked with the contract consultant to oversee the planning 
process. The program coordinator and data entry coordinator served on the Steering Committee and 
Planning Partnership throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input 
throughout the HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County GIS Division The GIS coordinator served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and 
identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Office for 
People with Disabilities 

The director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the planning 
process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and identified 
mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Highway 
Department 

The deputy superintendent served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and 
identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Department 
of Planning 

The commissioner, deputy commissioner, associated planner, and GIS technician served on the Steering 
Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder 
survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Division of 
Environmental Services 

The SWCD manager and parks operations manager served on the Steering Committee and Planning 
Partnership throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input 
throughout the HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

The stakeholders listed in the 
table below provide services to 

all populations in Rockland 
County, including socially 
vulnerable populations. 
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Department/Agency Participation 

Rockland County Drainage 
Agency 

The executive director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and 
identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Department 
of Health 

The director of emergency preparedness served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership 
throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP 
update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Office for 
the Aging 

The director and special project associate served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership 
throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP 
update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Department 
of Probation 

The director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the planning 
process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and identified 
mitigation actions for the County. 

Rockland County Office of 
Community Development 

The director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the planning 
process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, and identified 
mitigation actions for the County. 

Regional and Local Stakeholders 

Over 60 regional and local stakeholders invited to participate in the 
HMP update process are listed below. Of those invited to participate, 
37 stakeholders from 34 different agencies provided input through 
the online survey. Those that served on the Steering Committee or 
Planning Partnership, those that provide services to the socially 
vulnerable in Rockland County, or those that completed the survey are noted accordingly. 

Academia 

Schools, universities, and other academia institutions invited to attend planning process meetings and asked to 
complete the stakeholder survey are listed in Table 2-6. 

Table 2-6. Academia 

Department/Agency Participation 

Clarkstown Central School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension, Rockland County 

The environmental educator served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership 
throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the 
HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Nanuet Union Free School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

North Rockland School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Pearl River School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Ramapo Central School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Rockland BOCES (Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services) 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

South Orangetown Central School 
District 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

The stakeholders listed in the tables 
below provide services to all populations 

in Rockland County, including socially 
vulnerable populations. 
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Department/Agency Participation 

Suffern Central School District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Business, Commercial, Non-Profit, and Sustainability Organizations 

Business, commercial, non-profit, and sustainability organizations invited to participate in the HMP update 
process are listed in Table 2-7. 

Table 2-7. Business, Commercial, Non-Profit, and Sustainability Organizations 

Department/Agency Participation 

Rockland Business Association Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Rockland Community Foundation Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Rockland County Community Development 
The director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP 
update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Stormwater Consortium of Rockland County 
The environmental educator served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership 
throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input 
throughout the HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

United Way Rockland County 
The CEO served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP 
update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

American Red Cross Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Catholic Charities Community Services of 
Rockland 

The executive director served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership 
throughout the planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input 
throughout the HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the County. 

Center for Safety and Change Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Dominican Sisters of Sparkill Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Tolstoy Foundation Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Lower Hudson Coalition of Conservation 
Districts Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

People to People Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

St. Joseph's Home Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Emergency Services 

Police, fire, and emergency medical services (EMS) providers invited to participate in the HMP update process are 
listed in Table 2-8. 

Table 2-8. Emergency Services 

Department/Agency Participation 

Clarkstown Police Department The police sergeant served on the Steering Committee and Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, 
and identified mitigation actions for the County and the Town. 

Hatzoloh EMS of Rockland County Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 
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Department/Agency Participation 

Haverstraw Fire Department Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Nanuet Fire Department Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

New City Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps/Rescue Squad 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Nyack Community Ambulance 
Corps 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Orangeburg Fire Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

RACES (Radio Amateur Civil 
Emergency Services) 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Tappan Fire District Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Village of Piermont Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed the survey 
and provided input during the process. 

Healthcare 

Healthcare providers and facilities invited to participate in the HMP update process are listed in Table 2-9. 

Table 2-9. Healthcare 

Department/Agency Participation 

All Care Home Health Services LLC Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

EverCare at Home Certified Home Health 
Agency Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Fresenius Dialysis Valley Cottage Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Fresenius Medical Care Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Friedwald Center for Nursing & Rehabilitation Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Home Care Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Helen Hayes Hospital Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Old Peoples Home of the Russian Orthodox 
Convent “Novo-Diveevo” 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
Compliance Officer Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Revival Home Health Care Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Rockland County Dialysis - Davita Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Tappan Zee Manor Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Tolstoy Foundation Rehabilitation & Nursing 
Center 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

United Hospice Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Village of New Square Ambulance Service Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Public Works and Transportation 

County and local highway and public works departments invited to participate in the HMP update process are 
listed in Table 2-10. 
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Table 2-10. Public Works and Transportation 

Department/Agency Participation 

Piermont Department of Public Works The superintendent of public works served on the Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the 
HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the Village. 

Town of Haverstraw Highway Department The superintendent of highways served on the Planning Partnership throughout the 
planning process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the 
HMP update, and identified mitigation actions for the Town. 

Village of Haverstraw Department of Public 
Works 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Village of Nyack Administrator The village administrator served on the Planning Partnership throughout the planning 
process, completed the stakeholder survey, provided input throughout the HMP update, 
and identified mitigation actions for the Village. 

Village of Nyack Department of Public Works Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; completed 
the survey and provided input during the process. 

Town of Ramapo Department of Public Works Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Town of Sloatsburg Department of Public 
Works Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Utilities 

Utility providers that serve Rockland County and its municipalities invited to participate in the HMP update process 
are listed in Table 2-11. 

Table 2-11. Utility Providers 

Department/Agency Participation 

Rockland County Solid Waste Management Authority 
(Rockland Green) Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Rockland County Sewer District #1 Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

NRG Bowline LLC Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Adjacent Communities 

Rockland County made efforts to keep the surrounding counties and communities apprised of the project. Table 
2-12 lists those who were invited to take the stakeholder survey and given opportunity to provide input to this 
planning process. 

Table 2-12. Adjacent Communities 

Department/Agency Participation 

Alpine, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Bergen County (NJ) Office of Emergency Management Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; 
completed the survey and provided input during the process. 

Cortlandt, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Greenburgh, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Highlands, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Mahwah, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; 
completed the survey and provided input during the process. 

Montvale, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 
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Department/Agency Participation 

Mount Pleasant, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Northvale, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Old Tappan, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Orange County (NY) Department of Planning Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Orange County (NY) Division of Emergency 
Management Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Ossining, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Passaic County (NJ) Office of Emergency 
Management/Public Safety Academy Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Passaic County (NJ) Planning Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Peekskill, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Philipstown, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Putnam County (NY) Bureau of Emergency Services Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Putnam County (NY) Planning Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

River Vale, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; 
completed the survey and provided input during the process. 

Rockleigh, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 
Sullivan County Division of Planning, Community 
Development, and Environmental Management Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Sullivan County Office of Emergency 
Management/Homeland Security Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Tuxedo, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Upper Saddle River, NJ Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 
Westchester County (NY) Department of Emergency 
Services 

Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey; 
completed the survey and provided input during the process. 

Westchester County (NY) Planning Department Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

Woodbury, NY Notified of the planning process and invited to complete the online survey. 

2.4.3 Stakeholder and Neighboring County Survey Summaries 

The following provides a summary of the results and feedback received by stakeholders who completed the 
survey. Feedback was reviewed by the Steering Committee and integrated where appropriate in the plan. 

Stakeholder Survey 

The stakeholder survey was designed to help identify general needs for hazard mitigation and resiliency within 
Rockland County from the perspective of stakeholders, as well as to identify specific projects that may be included 
in the mitigation plan. It was distributed to identified stakeholders, including the various county and municipal 
departments and agencies. As of March 6, 2024, 36 stakeholders completed the survey, with respondents coming 
from the academic/research sector, business/commerce sector, emergency services sector, health and human 
services, hospitals/medical services, non-profit organizations, and public works. Many respondents represented 
groups that served Rockland County as a whole (44.4 percent). 

When asked if the organization maintains or manages anything within their designated service area, 31.4 percent 
said they do not manage any facilities. Those that reported that they do manage facilities indicated the following 
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types: buildings, bridges, roads, stormwater infrastructure, or water/sewer plants. The remaining respondents 
noted work in utilities, including gas and electric services and a power plant. 

Hazard and Damage Identification 

Of respondents, 50 percent indicated that buildings, facilities, or structures their organization is involved with 
have been impacted by a natural hazard. Of these, respondents noted flood damage to buildings and utilities; 
road closures and damage to bridges and retaining walls from floods, severe weather, and winter weather; and 
power outages from severe weather and winter weather. 

Stakeholders were asked what areas they believe to be the most vulnerable to natural hazards, and the problems 
they face. The respondents identified hazards and impacts as follows: 

 Flooding causing water damage and blocking roads 
 Flash floods causing sanitary sewer mains to be overwhelmed 
 Water treatment centers becoming impacted by floodwaters 
 Damage to overhead utility lines 
 Tree damage and fall, especially impacting transportation and power supply 
 Power outages causing a halt in internet services 
 Upstream dams and reservoirs 

Asked about the level at which their facilities are prepared to withstand natural disasters, 26.4 percent indicated 
they do not know, 47 percent said their facilities are not adequately prepared, and 26 percent said their facilities 
are prepared. 

Community Preparedness 

Results showed that 62.5 percent of respondents work with socially vulnerable populations and 36.7 percent are 
aware of the location and number of socially vulnerable populations in their community or operating area. 
Examples of this work included the following: 

 Work with the local and national deaf communities 
 Support for individuals with disabilities 
 Support for refugees, the economically disadvantaged, developmentally disabled, and those diagnosed 

with HIV/AIDS 
 Housing and services to the homeless population 
 Drug and alcohol addiction services 
 Services and support for individuals with autism 
 Youth and young adult support including sheltering, crisis nurseries, and transitional living 
 Reentry programs for prison release 
 Support for those with mental health challenges 
 Food distribution 

Additionally, 59.4 percent of respondents reported being part of an emergency operations plan and 40.6 percent 
reported being part of a continuity of operations/government plan; 28 percent were unsure if their organization 
was a part of any emergency plans. 
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Project Identification 

Respondents identified the following projects or programs that could reduce their organization’s vulnerability to 
damage, including operation of service: 

 Free and easily accessible training for hazard events 
 Upgrades for communication infrastructure, particularly internet connectivity 
 Flood and stormwater controls 
 Emergency generators 

Neighboring Community Survey 

The neighboring community survey was sent to the communities surrounding Rockland because the impact of 
hazard events on them would be similar to the impact on Rockland County. As of March 6, 2024, four communities 
responded to the survey: Westchester County, New York; Bergen County, New Jersey; River Vale, New Jersey; and 
Mahwah Township, New Jersey. 

The survey included four sections: Emergency Operations and Continuity of Operations Planning; Information 
Sharing; Projects, Grants, Education and Outreach; and Evacuation and Sheltering. Summary results are presented 
below. 

Emergency Operations and Continuity of Operations Planning 

Bergen County indicated there are mutual aid agreements in place with Rockland County, including for fire 
services, EMS services, and reception centers; Mahwah Township indicated there is a mutual aid agreement in 
place with Rockland County for fire services. All communities except River Vale noted that Rockland County is 
involved in their community’s emergency operations planning and vice versa. Westchester County and Mahwah 
Township noted that Rockland County is involved in their continuity of operations planning; however, West 
Chester County is not involved in Rockland County’s. 

Information Sharing 

Respondents noted that they have access to Rockland County’s emergency operations centers at the county and 
local levels. 

Projects, Grants, Education, and Outreach 

Bergen County stated that flooding is a concern shared with Rockland County, noting that the water that flows 
from Rockland County into Bergen County can be one of the main agents of erosion of land and property around 
infrastructure. Westchester County notes that Hudson River flooding is a concern shared with Rockland County. 
Respondents share information on potential shared mitigation projects during emergency management 
coordination meetings. Respondents did not identify any projects as requiring cross-collaboration between county 
boundaries. 

Evacuation and Sheltering 

Bergen County indicated that there is collaboration with Rockland County on evacuation scenarios involving 
schools and that they consult with Rockland County before making evacuation decisions. Respondents noted that 
sheltering decisions are not made in coordination with Rockland County. 
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2.5 PUBLIC OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT 
2.5.1 Outreach Activities 

Community input on the HMP increases the likelihood of hazard mitigation becoming one of the standard 
considerations in the growth of the County. To facilitate better coordination between the Planning Partnership 
and citizens and to involve the public in the planning process, meeting dates and locations were made available 
to the public via the Rockland County HMP website, StoryMap, and social media. The draft HMP also was made 
available on the Rockland County HMP website and StoryMap. The Planning Partnership made the following 
efforts toward public participation in the development and review of the HMP: 

 The public was informed of the hazard mitigation planning effort commencement at the kickoff meeting 
and through press releases, news articles, and public service announcements released throughout the 
planning process. Copies of these announcements may be found in Appendix C. 

 Media releases were produced and delivered to local news sources to provide the public with an 
additional means of being informed about the plan update. 

 To inform the public and County agencies of the ongoing plan update effort, updates regarding the 
mitigation planning process have been made at county-wide meetings, including those of the Rockland 
County Stormwater Coalition. 

 The public HMP website (see Figure 2-5) is being maintained to facilitate communication between the 
Steering Committee, the planning partnership, the public, and stakeholders. The website contains a 
project overview, County and local contact information, access to the citizens survey and stakeholder 
surveys, and sections of the HMP for public review and comment. 

 The HMP will be available to the public through a variety of venues. A printed version of the Plan will be 
maintained at the Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services. 

Figure 2-5. Rockland County HMP Website 

 

https://rocklandhmp.com/
https://www.rocklandgis.com/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/478d7d6f95eb4247a40ce78629154316
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 All participating municipalities were encouraged to distribute press releases on the project, including links 
to the project webpage and citizen and stakeholder surveys. Municipalities posting information and 
supporting online outreach include the following: 

o Village of Hillburn 
o Town of Stony Point 
o Village of Wesley Hills 
o Village of West Haverstraw 

 An online natural hazards preparedness citizen survey was developed to gauge household preparedness 
that may impact Rockland County and to assess the level of knowledge of tools and techniques to assist 
in reducing risk and loss from those hazards. The survey asks quantifiable questions about citizen 
perception of risk, knowledge of mitigation, and support of community programs. The survey also asks 
demographic questions to help analyze trends. 

 The survey was posted on the County website in December 2023, and was available through February 
2024 for public input. All participating municipalities were requested to advertise the availability of the 
survey via local homepage links and other available public announcement methods (e.g., Facebook, 
Twitter, email blasts, etc.). Roughly 240 responses were collected. A summary of survey results is provided 
later in this section, with full results provided in Appendix C of this plan. 

 The draft plan was posted to the public website as of __[DATE]__, for public review and comment. All 
public comments were directed to the Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services for 
collection and review by the Steering Committee. All public comments received were forwarded to the 
appropriate jurisdiction and/or agency and incorporated into the final plan as appropriate. 

 Once submitted to NYS DHSES and FEMA, the final plan will be available for public review and comment 
in the same manner and format as the draft plan, as well as in hard-copy format at the locations identified 
in Section 7 (Plan Maintenance). 

2.5.2 Public Survey Summary 

The public survey was developed to assess the level of knowledge about hazards and about tools and techniques 
that can be used to reduce losses from those hazards. The County advertised the survey on their website and 
social media accounts. As of March 2024, the survey received 236 responses. Refer to Appendix D (Public and 
Stakeholder Outreach) for the full list of survey questions and responses. Municipality-specific responses can be 
found in the jurisdictional annexes in Volume II. 

Demographically, survey respondents were from 22 municipalities within Rockland County, with 57 percent having 
lived in the County for 20 years or more. The most self-selected jurisdictions respondents indicated that they live 
in include the Village of Nyack, Village of Wesley Hills, Town of Clarkstown, Town of Orangetown, Town of Stony 
Point, and Village of Upper Nyack. The most common (48.6 percent) age of respondents was over the age of 60. 

The majority (69.3 percent) of residents receive information concerning a natural hazard through the internet. 
Over half (62 percent) receive information through mass notification systems. 

Survey results indicated the following about respondents’ experience of and concern about hazards: 

 Most frequently experienced natural hazard events in Rockland County over the past 10 years (percent of 
respondents who included the hazard among the top five): 
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o Disease outbreak (73 percent) 
o Severe storms (55 percent) 
o Winter storms (55 percent) 
o Street flooding (50 percent) 
o Extreme wind (40 percent) 

 Hazards about which respondents have the greatest levels of concern: 
o Flood 
o Severe storms 
o Hurricane/tropical storm 
o Extreme wind 

Respondents identified the following as desired measures for reducing the damage due to natural hazards 
(percent of respondents saying they favor each measure): 

 Enforce the disclosure of natural hazard risks during real estate transactions (55 percent) 
 Implement steps to safeguard the local economy following a disaster (53.6 percent) 
 Use local tax dollars to reduce risks and losses from natural hazards (50 percent) 
 Adopt policies that prohibit development in areas subject to natural hazards (49.7 percent) 
 Develop local inventory of at-risk buildings and infrastructure (49.5 percent) 

Respondents were given the opportunity to propose other measures they would like to see implemented in 
Rockland County. Suggestions included assisting lakeshore property owners with flood protection, stormwater 
infrastructure upgrades, and electrical utility improvements. 

Respondents were asked which activities have 
been performed to mitigate hazard impacts to 
their homes. Approximately 95 percent of 
respondents have installed smoke detectors; 
roughly 63 percent have talked with other 
household members about what to do in case of 
a natural disaster or emergency; 52 percent have 
become trained in first aid and/or CPR; 
51 percent have attended meetings or received information on natural disasters or emergency preparedness; and 
45 percent have developed an emergency plan for the household to decide what will be done in the event of a 
disaster or emergency. 

Respondents were also asked about their property’s location within the floodplain and if they have flood 
insurance. Of those who answered this question, 6.25 percent indicated that their property is located in a 
designated floodplain, 5.29 percent indicated their home is covered by flood insurance, and 16.83 percent 
indicated they do not have flood insurance. 

2.6 USE OF EXISTING PLANS AND INFORMATION 
The Rockland County HMP uses the best available technical information, plans, studies, and reports to support 
hazard profiling; risk and vulnerability assessment; review and evaluation of mitigation capabilities; and the 
identification, development, and prioritization of County and local mitigation strategies. 

Please list any additional types of projects you believe local, county, 
state or federal government agencies could be doing in order to 

reduce the damage and disruption of natural disasters in Rockland 
County. 

“School districts must have sufficient back up power” 

“increased drainage and flood projects in low areas of river towns” 
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The asset and inventory data used for the risk and vulnerability assessments is presented in Section 3 (County 
Profile). Details of the sources of this data, along with technical information on how the data was used to develop 
the risk and vulnerability assessment, is presented in Sections 4.2 and 4.3. Complete data sources are listed in the 
References at the end of this volume. 

Plans, reports, and other technical information were identified and accessed online through independent research 
by the planning consultant or provided directly by the County, participating jurisdictions, or stakeholders involved 
in the planning effort. The County and participating jurisdictions updated the inventory of their planning and 
regulatory capabilities (see Capability Assessment section of each jurisdictional annex in Volume II) and provided 
relevant documents. Documents—including plans, reports, and ordinances—were reviewed to identify: 

 Existing municipal capabilities 
 Needs and opportunities to develop or enhance capabilities, which may be identified within the County 

or local mitigation strategies 
 Mitigation-related goals or objectives, considered in the review and update of the overall goals and 

objectives 
 Proposed, in-progress, or potential mitigation projects, actions, and initiatives to be incorporated into the 

updated County and local mitigation strategies 

The following local regulations, codes, ordinances, and plans were reviewed during this process to develop 
mitigation planning goals and objectives and mitigation strategies that are consistent across local and regional 
planning and regulatory mechanisms: 

 Comprehensive/master plans 
 Building codes 
 Zoning and subdivision ordinances 
 NFIP flood damage prevention ordinances 
 Site plan requirements 
 Local waterfront revitalization plans 
 Stormwater management plans 
 Emergency management and response plans  
 Land use and open space plans 
 Capital plans 
 Climate Smart Community Program 
 Community Rating System 
 New York State 2019 Standard Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Reviews were conducted of all relevant plans contributing to the capability of the County and participating 
jurisdictions to integrate effective mitigation efforts into the daily governmental activities. Documentation of this 
review is reflected in the capability assessment tables in the jurisdictional annexes. 

2.7 INTEGRATION INTO EXISTING MECHANISMS AND PROGRAMS 
Effective mitigation is achieved when hazard awareness and risk management approaches and strategies become 
an integral part of public activities and decision-making. Many plans and programs In Rockland County support 
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hazard risk management, and it is critical that this hazard mitigation plan integrate and coordinate with those 
existing plans and programs. 

The capability assessment section of Chapter 6 provides a summary and description of existing plans, programs, 
and regulatory mechanisms at all levels of government (federal, state, county and local) that support hazard 
mitigation in the County. In the jurisdictional annexes in Volume II, the County and participating jurisdictions have 
identified how they have already integrated hazard risk management into existing planning, regulatory and 
operational/administrative frameworks and how they intend to promote additional integration in the future. 

A further discussion of ongoing efforts to develop and promote a comprehensive approach to hazard risk 
management and mitigation is presented in Section 7. 

2.8 CONTINUED PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
Rockland County and participating jurisdictions are committed to the continued involvement of the public in the 
hazard mitigation process. This MP update will be posted online (at https://www.rocklandhmp.com/), and 
municipalities will be encouraged to maintain links to the plan website. Further, the County will make hard copies 
of the HMP available for review at public locations as identified on the HMP website. 

A notice regarding annual updates of the plan and the location of plan copies will be publicized annually after the 
Planning Partnership’s annual evaluation and posted on the public website. 

The public will have an opportunity to comment on the plan as a part of the annual mitigation planning evaluation 
process and the next five-year mitigation plan update. Each jurisdiction’s governing body will be responsible for 
receiving, tracking, and filing public comments regarding this plan. Further details regarding continued public 
involvement are provided in Section 7. 

A designated HMP Coordinator is responsible for coordinating a plan evaluation meeting, soliciting feedback, 
collecting, and reviewing comments, and ensuring their incorporation in the five-year plan update as appropriate. 
Members of the Planning Partnership will assist the HMP Coordinator in these efforts. Additional meetings may 
be held as deemed necessary by the Planning Partnership to provide the public an opportunity to express 
concerns, opinions, and ideas about the plan. Contact information for the currently designated coordinator is: 

Mailing Address: Rockland County Office of Fire and Emergency Services 
35 Firemen’s Memorial Drive, Pomona, NY 10970 

Contact Name:  Christopher Jensen 
Email Address: JensenC@co.rockland.ny.us 

Telephone: (845) 364-8902 
 

After completion of this plan, implementation and ongoing maintenance will continue to be a function of the 
Planning Partnership. The Planning Partnership will review the plan and accept public comment as part of an 
annual review and as part of five-year mitigation plan updates. 

 

 

https://www.rocklandhmp.com/
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